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Transportation Procedure
To comply with the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities involving Animals) Regulations 2018, we have policies and procedures in place to ensure safe transportation of dogs, to ensure that they are protected from any pain, suffering, injury or disease.
There is a question on the registration and consent form to ensure that owners are happy for dogs to be taken to and from walks.  Dogs will be transported in the car which is insured to carry animals.  
Transport is done in accordance with existing legal requirements.
Highway Rule 57. When in a vehicle such as a car, dogs or other animals need to be suitably restrained so they cannot distract you while you are driving or injure you, or themselves, if you stop quickly.
I am aware of : Information from : https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-welfare#animal-welfare-during-transport (21.10.21)

	Action
	Procedure

	Transport by vehicle
	Service Provider’s Vehicle.  This will be serviced regularly in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations and will always have a valid MOT.

Dogs will be transported either in designated dog crate carriers or in the boot of the car with a dog guard and also a harness attached to a restraint within the car to ensure they do not jump out when the boot is lifted.

	Emergency transport by vehicle – vehicle used
	Emergency Contacts’ vehicles with harness attached to seatbelt in rear of car.

	Housing of dogs during  transport – harness / guard / crate
	Travel in the back of the car with dog guard.

	Housing of dogs during  transport – temperature and ventilation
	Air conditioning and open windows in warm weather and heaters and blankets in cold weather

	Cleaning and disinfection 

	Vehicle disinfected weekly internally and cleaned externally monthly.  Blankets and towels used to transfer dogs will be washed weekly or more frequently.

	Minding of dogs while in a vehicle

	Dogs will only be left in vehicle for a few minutes while Service Provider picks up or drops off other dogs; in these circumstances in warm weather, vehicle will be parked in shade where possible and all windows left open.

	Hydration of dogs while in transport
	A water container and bowls will be stored in vehicle

	Toilet breaks for dogs in transport

	Dogs will not be transported for long distances, but will in any case receive toilet breaks before and after any necessary transport.  If it is necessary to transport a dog for a long distance, regular hourly toilet breaks will be provided



BREAKDOWN PROCEDURE
	My car is covered for any Breakdowns. 

Should my car breakdown when out with any dogs in my care, and I am not within walking distance from my home. I will contact my breakdown cover company, followed by contacting my Emergency contact or my father and will ask them if they can come and pick the dogs up.

If necessary I will contact my alternative or designated person to come and pick up the dogs or the owner of the dog or their emergency contact.

If safe to do so, I will get out of my vehicle and take each of the dogs out of the car using leads attached to their collars or harness, so they can relieve themselves, where & when necessary. 

If we need to wait a while, I will make sure that the dogs have refreshments such as fresh water that I carry in my car all the time.

If I breakdown within walking distance to my house, I will ensure that the dogs are taken home first and organise someone to come and sit with them whilst I deal with the breakdown of the vehicle and await recovery
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