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Enrichment and Walking Procedure

Dog Walking Procedure
Dogs who are listed under the BSL DDA 1991 (31.12.23)[England & Wales], & of XL Bully type definition, must have a certificate of exemption and must be insured every year without fail. They can only be walked on a 1:1 ratio with their dog handler. They will be muzzled and on a lead when in public which includes in a vehicle where they may be transported in, as this is considered to be a public place. We must adhere to all rules set out by owners of secured fields as well, should we use them. We will adhere to legislation in place at all times.  
I have chosen not to accept X Bully Dogs for boarding at my house.
	Bad Weather Policy
In the best interest of both the dog (s) and AYPCUK Limited walks will not occur if the temperature is too hot, (over 20 degrees centigrade). We also take into account the dogs age, health, if they are on medication, their own physicality. See information from VetsNow. 
We will also not walk in high winds, or heavy rain, storms / snowstorms, which may prevent normal walking conditions.
In the heat we will do our up most to walk the dog either first thing in the morning before the temperature becomes too hot, or late at night (whilst ensuring our safety and the dog(s) is a priority.)
Alternative Enrichment Activities
We have a variety of activities that we do with the dogs should we not be able to walk: Paddling pool, set in the shaded areas of the garden. Play indoor games in the coolness of the open plan kitchen, puzzles, hide and seek, search and find, toys filled with treats. There are frozen lollies stuffed with chicken, carrots, frozen stuffed Kong’s: We ensure that anything frozen is not taken directly from the freezer to mitigate any welfare issues. Canine friendly ice cream. There are portable fans keeping the area cool too. There are damp towels, cool vests etc. The activities are ones that do not exert a lot of energy keeping them cooler as opposed to running around madly getting hot. 
If it is too cold, we will ensure the extra heating is available to keep the temperature ambient. There will be games, hide and seek, massages, stuffed kongs and puzzles. We work on basic command training. 
If it is too dangerous to walk I will entertain the dogs with games in the house, which will include rest times etc, too.
We will however ensure that enrichment does not over stimulate and excite the dogs as this is not beneficial to a dog’s welfare or development.
We source some of our enrichment ideas from: Canine Enrichment on FB: https://www.facebook.com/groups/canineenrichment/ 
And Beyond the Bowl on FB:
Beyond The Bowl - Canine Enrichment | Facebook




Exercise Policy
All individual needs are addressed with older dogs having a different type and duration of exercise. Dogs under a year old are with advice from our vets get a maximum of 5 mins of exercise for every month of their life twice daily.
Adult dogs in good health get two walks minimum per day. These will be a minimum of 20 minutes each.  With the owners written permission these can include off lead exercise and ball games 
Every care will be taken to ensure dogs individual exercise needs are met with agreement with the client. The walks include minimal road walks, and plenty of open space areas including woodland paths, woods and a village green area.  
Secure exercise fields are hired if a dog has recall issues or needs privacy. 
All walking equipment must be provided by the client. We encourage our clients to use secure harnesses and soft leads.  An extendable lead will be allowed if provided by the client, and used if the dog is not allowed to go off-lead.  All equipment provided must be in a clean and safe state.  All equipment is inspected prior to use. All walks and equipment use is agreed with clients upon drop off.
All dogs must have a collar/harness with the client’s name, address, and number on. When the dogs are taken for walks, we will use our own identity tags. include two telephone numbers.  We also use Pawfit GPS trackers to ensure we always know where the dogs are if they get a little adventurous on a walk.
No more than four dogs per person are walked at any one time. All dogs are assessed and we make sure we always walk with compatible dogs. All dogs are looked after in a safe controlled manner and do not cause any disruption to other people or animals.
We have public liability with Protectivity Insurance and are fully insured to walk up to six dogs. Every precaution is taken to maintain a safe walk and all walks are familiar and considered safe.
When the boarding dogs aren’t being walked they have access to the garden. The garden has an outer gate that opens inwards into the garden with a numbered code from the outside. We also have a second gate to provide a safe environment. The fencing is six foot timber fencing that is inspected daily. The dogs have access to the full garden.  Sensor lighting is provided if its dark outside and all gates are lockable from the inside. Dogs are fully supervised at all times in the garden and any noise is stopped immediately by distraction techniques. Clients are asked in writing to confirm their dogs can have use of the garden with other visiting dogs. 
In the case of extreme weather the type and level of exercise will be modified. In cases of exteme heat the boarders will have short walks early morning or late evening, or not at all. Dogs will be walked on lead and encouraged to be calm and take regular water and shade breaks. Enrichment will be provided at home and a supervised paddling pool will be available. Cooling coats and mats are provided in summer months. Breeds with shorter noses will have limited exercise and be always watched very carefully and will have access to a fan.

Additional Specific Enrichment Activities for Senior Dogs
Loss of hearing and sight is common and mobility may be limited.

	· Keeping up with basic training commands, using treats
· Scent hunting: placing treats in various places around the patio, under blankets,  in reachable spots, under scent boxes, to engage their brain.
· Shorter walks for “sniff time”
· Food puzzles
· Calming soft music
· Variety of sensory items inside an enrichment box, with newspaper, toilet rolls etc with treats or kibble hidden inside (Feeding Your Dog With Mental Enrichment - Recycling - YouTube)



We adhere and refer to the Professional Dog Walkers’ Guidelines for further information.
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